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Commander’s Commentary 

Col Joseph J. Brandemuehl
      115 FW Commander

Are You Prepared? Army Guard Deploys, Air Guard Steps Up

Next month, 3500 Wisconsin Army Na-
tional Guard soldiers from the 32nd Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team will mobilize for a 
year-long tour in Iraq.  The 32nd, and sol-
diers from six other units, comprise the larg-
est operational deployment of the Wisconsin 
National Guard since World War II.  

The 32nd has a proud history, being 
descended from the 32nd “Red Arrow” Di-
vision, which distinguished itself in World 
War I as a group of Wisconsin and Michigan 
guardsmen who bravely pierced enemy lines 
in France.  The 32nd also fought heroically 
in the South Pacific in World War II.  Clearly, 
they have a historic “legacy of excellence” 
and we wish them the best and that all come 
home safely next year.  

So, what does this mean for us at the 
115th Fighter Wing?  Even though the 
majority of Army Guard engineers and 

other natural disaster 
responders are not af-
fected by this deploy-
ment, we need to be 
ready to step up if and 
when another disaster 

strikes, especially one on 
the scale of the flooding we 
experienced last spring.  The 

response from our unit, for any State emer-
gency, has been magnificent.  We always 
have a long list of volunteers ready to go for 
any emergency, but historically the State has 
not needed large numbers of our volunteers.  
This year may be very different.  The 32nd 
Brigade deployment will involve units from 
44 communities in 33 counties throughout 
Wisconsin and we must be prepared to help 
those cities and villages while their soldiers 
are serving overseas.  Over the next year, we 
will be needed more than ever, so please be 
prepared to serve the citizens of our great 
State.

Assistance Before, During, and After 
Deployment

A new support program for deployers 
and their families is up and running now.  
The Yellow Ribbon Program is an overall 
program encompassing numerous services 
under one umbrella.  The idea is to have 
one program that can be the single point of 
contact for a wide variety of help in the pre-, 
during, and post-deployment time frames.

The National Defense Authorization Act 
stated that theses programs and activities are 
required by law to be provided to all Reserve 
component service members and their fami-
lies.  The Office of Secretary of Defense for 
Reserve Affairs asked the Governors and 
TAGs if they would be willing to support the 
Joint Family Support Assistance Program 
(JFSAP).  The Adjutants General accepted 
this mission giving us the JFSAP team under 
the Service Member Support Branch.  Our 
Badger Yellow Ribbon Program is managed 
by Lt Col Meg Blankschein.

Some of the services and programs under 
the Badger Yellow Ribbon Program include:  
Workshops for families in the pre-deploy-
ment phase, and help with re-integration in 
the post-deployment phase; Critical Incident 
Stress Response, including sexual assault, 
suicide prevention, and domestic violence; 
health assessment programs including post-

deployment assessments and traumatic brain 
injury help.

For more information on Badger Yellow 
Ribbon and other great resources available 
to Guard members and their families, please 
take the time to visit the Wisconsin Family 
Program web site at:  www.wingfam.org.

Deployments are a fact of life for all the 
active and reserve components.  We must 
prepare not only ourselves, but our families 
for that reality.  I’ve said it many times be-
fore: we cannot do our job if our families are 
not taken care of.  The Governor and TAG 
have invested heavily in this program, and it 
is all for you and your family.  I urge you to 
learn more about all of the resources avail-
able to you now.  Our next major overseas 
deployment is just 9 months away.  Prepare 
now - that will ensure a successful deploy-
ment for both you and your family.
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With the desert mountains as a back drop, 
Lt. Col. Steve “Link” Kensick, 176th Flying 
Squadron director of operations, guides an 
F-16C Fighting Falcon at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, Ariz. in November 2007 
during the 115th Fighter Wing Snowbird 
deployment.  Currently, unit aircraft and 
members are participating in Snowbird 
in preparation for a deployment later in 
2009.  The Snowbird exercise provides its 
participants real-world scenarios designed 
to prepare the unit for an AEF deployment.  
(U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Daniel 
Richardson)

On the cover...
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Chaplain (Maj.)
James G. Chizek
115 FW Chaplain

God has landed
Chaplain’s Corner 

This article is dedicated to over two 
thirds of our wing who identify themselves 
as Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and non-
denominational Christians.

Despite all the hype and commercialism 
of the season past, one tremendous fact 
remains. God has come to earth.  Many 
Christians familiar with the historic facts of 
Christmas never quite grasp the immensity 
of this truth.

Quoting the ancient prophet, Matthew 
(1:23) writes, "'Behold, the virgin shall be 

with child and shall bear 
a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel,' 
which translated means, 
'God with us.'"  Wow!  

God with us?!  Right here on terra firma?!  
Yes, and nothing less than the infinite God. 

 "For in Christ all 
the fullness of Deity 
lives in bodily form," 
wrote the Apostle Paul 
in his letter to the Co-
lossians (2:9).  What?!  
All the fullness of De-
ity?!  Not part of God 
but all of God?!  Mys-
teriously but absolutely 
YES!!!  

 What theologians 
call the Incarnation of 
the Eternal Son is lit-
erally God in human 
flesh.  This is why the 
angel, appearing to the shepherds can truly 
say, "Unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."    

John the Apostle wrote, "All things were 
made through Him, and without Him noth-
ing was made that was made." (1:3) Pause 
to ponder; there is no higher use of your 
time and attention. The baby in the manger 
is the Lord God.

The ramifications of this one great his-
torical fact, proven 
by Christ's many 
miracles and res-
urrection from the 
dead  which was 
witnessed by more 
than 500 people in 1 
Corinthians 15:5-7, 
are legion.  Without 
it, His work of re-
demption to forgive 
sins and restore sin-
ful people to a right 
relationship with 
their Maker is inef-
fective.  With it, His 

words and work are guaranteed absolutely 
true, relevant and meaningful for all of life, 
for all time, for God cannot lie.

Diamond Talk 

Master Sgt. 
Kent L Falstad
First Sergeant, 115 SFS

Wisconsin winter is here and in high gear.  
The transition to the ABU uniform has had 
challenges and rumors associated with it.  I 
would like to put out the most current cold 
weather guidance on the wear of the Airman 
Battle Uniform (ABU).

Authorized items to wear with ABU:
• Thermals (white, cream or desert 

sand)
•  Turtle Necks (desert sand)
•  Leather, suede, or knit gloves (black 

or sage green) 
•  Scarves (black with APECS)
•  Watch caps (black or sage green)
•  Earmuffs (black)
•  Sleep shirt
During the uniform switch over, several 

What not to wear this winter and how to have your say
items will be authorized to be worn as part  
of the All Purpose Environmental Clothing 
System; a mix/match policy is be in place 
until May 1, 2009. 

 Authorized items for wear include:
•  Battle Dress Uniform Gore-tex jacket
•  Battle Dress Uniform
•  Cold-weather parka
Items not authorized for wear in the U.S. 

include:
•  Desert Gore-tex jacket
•  ABU boonie hat
The Uniform Program webpage on the 

AF Portal is a great tool for current guidance 
on uniforms issues.

Even though the recent ABU changes 
were just implemented, all Air Force uni-
forms policies are constantly reviewed.  As 
part of that review process the Air Force 
Uniform Board, gatekeeper for any proposed 
uniform change, is now a digital operation.

Renamed the “Virtual Uniform Board,” 
this group of about 25 members, including 
representatives from major commands, is 
now the portal where suggestions on changes 
to the uniform can be made.

Under the virtual uniform board, sugges-

tions are funneled through the Innovative 
Development Through Employee Awareness 
program, which provides cash incentives to 
airmen who propose cost-saving changes.

Advisers — from Air Force Personnel 
Command, the Defense Supply Center, 
the Army and Air Force Exchange Service 
and other entities — can log on to review 
questions and post responses. The new site 
also allows airmen to upload digital photos 
or sketches to back their uniform sugges-
tions.

If a proposal saves money and is eventu-
ally approved by the chief, the Airman who 
suggests it would be eligible for as much 
as 15 percent of the estimated first-year 
savings.

Airmen who want to suggest a uniform 
change should log on to https://ipds.csd.
disa.mil, enter their Common Access Card 
number and scroll down for the prompt to 
submit a uniform change request.
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-  Work towards a 16% reduction in water 
usage by 2015 compared to 2007.

-  All faclities are smart metered Oct. 
2012.

Energy conservation is everyone’s re-
sponsibility.  Those who have additional 
energy saving ideas are encouraged to bring 
their ideas to the 115 CES for investigation 
of implementation possibilities.  The CES 
customer service number is 245-4571 or 
Lt. Col. Brian Anders can be contacted at 
245-4342.     

No, the Air National Guard has not 
handed the base over to the Army, but 
green thinking is becoming common at the 
115 FW.

The 115th Civil Engineers, in conjunction 
with our water, power, and gas service pro-
viders, have started a number of initiatives to 
reduce the energy consumption on base and 
“green” our energy footprint.  Most notably, 
civil engineers have worked with Madison 
Gas & Electric to insure that 100% of the 
electrical power supplied to the base be gen-
erated by renewable energy sources.

Currently, the 115 FW is the only Air 
National Guard unit that has chosen to do 
this.  So, what does this mean?  This means 
that 99.9% of the electricity currently used 
on base is generated by wind turbines in Ke-
waunee and Dodge Counties in Wisconsin 
and Worth County in Iowa.  The remaining 
.1% is generated by solar energy from Dane 
County.  

By going to 100% renewable electrical 
power, the amount of carbon dioxide gener-
ated is reduced by 4.9 kilotons a year, and 
the amount of coal burned by 3.3 million 
pounds.  In addition to moving to green pow-
er, the CES is investigating the installation 
of LED (Light Emitting Diode) technology 
for our outdoor lighting which use 60% less 
energy than the current units.  There are three 

Truax Field is going green
By Lt. Col. Brain Anders
115th Civil Engineering, commander units aleady in use on base.    One unit is in 

the boulevard between buildings 402 and 
503 with a second unit on a pole behind the 
security building  near the gate to the flight 
line, and a third is a wall mount unit on the 
south east corner of building 409.   

Some other projects in the works are not 
as visible.  The projects include upgrading 
the heating and cooling systems in some of 
the buildings to make them more energy 
efficient, and smart metering of the electri-
cal, gas, and water utilities in each high- use 
building.  These upgrades will give a better 
picture of the enegery use on base and possi-
bly provide opportunities on how to operate 
more efficiently.  

The base energy team is also pursuing 
Leadership in Environmental and Energy 
Design (LEED) certifications for any new 
building designs that we have undertaken.  

Why all the focus on energy conserva-
tion?  First, it’s the right thing to do.  Pub-
lic servants are expected to be smart and 
vigilant stewards of tax dollars.  Also, the 
need to comply with the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 and Presidential Executive Order  
which mandates:

-  An energy consumption reduction goal 
of 3% annually; to achieve 30% energy re-
duction in 2015 compared to 2003.

- Require 7.5% of all power be from 
“new” renewable sources by 2013.

Thunderbirds to perform in Milwaukee July 25-26
The U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration 

Squadron, "Thunderbirds," has announced 
its 2009 air show schedule which includes 
shows in Milwaukee July 25-26.  In their 
56th season, the Thunderbirds are scheduled 
to perform more than 73 shows in the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the Far East.

Entering his second season, Lt. Col. Greg 
Thomas, the team's commander and leader, 
welcomes the opportunity to again represent 
the nearly 700,000 active duty, Air National 
Guard, Air Force Reserve and civilian Airmen, 
serving in the United States and overseas. 

"The entire team is excited about our 2009 
schedule," Colonel Thomas said, who com-
mands the Air Combat Command unit. "This 
year we are humbled to represent Airmen at lo-
cations throughout America and overseas."

Colonel Thomas will join 11 officers and 
more than 120 enlisted Airmen during the 
2009 air show season.

Officials from the Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, the Thunderbirds, 
release the 2009 air show schedule. (U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Justin D. 
Pyle)
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115th members gut it out in Madison Ironman competition
Mix together a wetsuit, bicycle shorts and 

a pair of running shoes and you have the gear 
needed for a solid fitness program.  Add in 
a 2.4 mile swim, a 112 mile bike ride and a  
26.2 mile marathon all in one 
day and you get six members 
of the 115th Fighter Wing 
who can claim to be suc-
cessful Ironman Triathalon 
competitors.

Nice September weather 
in Wisconsin provided out-
standing conditions for over 
2200 competitors at the 7th 
annual Ironman Wisconsin 
held in Madison.  The Iron-
man Triathlon,  140.6 miles 
total, consists of a 2.4 mile 
open water swim across Lake 
Monona, a 112-mile bike ride 
through the small towns and 
the hilly countryside west of Madison, and a 
26.2 marathon through downtown Madison 
and the UW campus.  Each segment of the 

race  required each participant to meet a 
specific time cutoff before being allowed to 
continue on to the next segment. 

Beginning at 7 a.m., the first event is 
the swim with a cutoff time 
to complete of 2 hours and 
20 minutes.  The competitors 
mounted thier bikes next and 
were required to be off the bike 
course by 5:30 p.m.  The mara-
thon followed the bike ride 
and all participants had to be 
finished by midnight, exactly 
17 hours from the start.

The unit members who suc-
cessfully completed the triath-
lon include Lt. Col. Phillip 
Bunton and Maj. Jon Van Roo 
of the 115th Medical Group.  
Col. Bunton completed his 
second triathlon and Maj. Van 

Roo finishing his third.  Tech.Sgt. Angela 
Hellenbrand and Staff Sgt. John Brown of 
the 115th Logistics Readiness Squadron also 
completed the event with Tech. Sgt. Hellen-
brand completing her second and Staff Sgt. 
Brown finishing his fourth.

Master Sgt. Mike Zeigle of the 115th 
Maintenance Squadron completed his third 
triathlon and finished fourth out of 65 com-
petitors in his age group.  Rounding out the 
115th field was Chief Master Sgt. Lori Holen 
of the Mission Support Flight and her hus-
band, retired Chief Master Sgt. Eric Holen 
completed their first Ironman event.

In addition to the competitors, several 
other current and former 115 FW members 
took part in the event.  Retired Sen. Master 
Sgt. Rod Tippery captained the Capitol Run 
Aid Station for the 7th year in row while 
retired Master Sgts. Cheryl Tippery, Nancy 
Bere, and Sen. Master Sgt. Dawn Strassman 
served as volunteers.

The current unit members who served 

volunteer shifts at aid stations and performed 
other duties include Capt. John Wheeler, 
Sen. Master Sgt. Chris Lemke, Tech. Sgt 
Jim Engeler, Tech. Sgt. Mike Harvey, and 
Tech. Sgt. Paul Opper of the 115th Security 
Forces Squadron; Staff Sgt. Melanie Ewing, 
Sen. Master Sgt. Tom Cunningham, Master 
Sgt. Billie Karstetter and Tech. Sgt. Margaret 
Opper of the 115th Misson Support Flight. 

Why would anyone decide to undertake 
such a challenging event?  Most cite the 
challenge of doing what seems impossible 
while others have a penchant for competing 
in many long endurance events.  Still more 
take on the Ironman because they were in-
spired by the late finishers after serving as 
a volunteer.  The common thread among all 
participants is challenging yourself to find 
out exactly what you are physically and 
mentally capable of on a grand scale.

Chief Master Sgt. Lori Holen of the 115th 
Mission Support Flight and her husband, 
retired Chief Master Sgt. Eric Holen 
completed their first Ironman event.

Lt. Col. Phillip Bunton of 
the 115 Medical Group 
completed his second 
Ironman triathlon.

Tech. Sgt. Hellenbrand of the 115th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron 
completed her second triathlon.

FIRE FLOW
Firefighters assigned to the 386th 
Expeditionary Civil Engineer 
Squadron extinguish a fire on an 
aircraft fire trainer on a base in 
Southwest Asia, recently.  The 
firefighters must complete one 
daytime and nighttime live fire burn 
annually.   (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Capt. Suzanne VanderWeyst from 
the 115 FW Public Affairs office and 
currently deployed with the 386 AEW 
in Southwest Asia.)
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Cols. David Romuald (left), Michael Fantini 
and John Dolan pose in front of an F-16 Fighting 
Falcon at Joint Base Balad, Iraq, after they each 
completed their 3,000th flying hour in an F-16 
recently. As tradition dictates, the flyers were 
hosed down with water from fire department crash 
trucks after leaving their cockpits. 

Approximately 150 F-16 F-16 pilots have 
surpassed the 3,000 hour mark. Col. Romauld 
is the 115th Operations Group commander and 
is currently deployed as the 332nd Expedition-
ary Operations Group deputy commander.  Col.
Dolan is the vice commander of the 332nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing and Col. Fantini is the com-
mander of the 332nd Expeditionary Operations 
Group.   (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st  
Class Jason Epley)

President Bush recently signed the FY2009 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) which included a 3.9 percent military pay 
raise for 2009. This is a half-percent higher raise than the Administration’s request earlier in the year.  The act also provides that Basic 
Allowance for Housing (BAH) will increase an average of 6.9% in 2009. The average monthly increase for active duty members will 
be about $68 for a typical junior enlisted member with dependents and $93 for a married senior non-commissioned officer. In those few 
areas where rents have dropped, BAH rates will actually go down, but a built-in rate protection ensures that no current BAH recipients 
will see their allowances fall.   The new BAH rates are available online at http://perdiem.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/bah.html.   

MIlitary pay, housing allowance to see increase in 2009

Time for an oil change
115th flyer goes over 3,000
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January UTA Pay Date

Jan. 18 , 2009

2009 UTA Schedule
   Jan. 10-11            Feb. 7-8
    Mar. 7-8                     Apr. 4-5
    May 2-3                     ***Jun. 27-30
    July 18-19 (RUTA)     Aug. 22-23
    Sept. 19-20               Oct. 3-4
    Nov. 7-8                   Dec 5-6

***Changed from Jun 6-7 to Jun 27-30

Welcome, Congratulations & Farewell 
Newcomers

Airman Basic 
Nathaniel Pierce, 115 SFS

Austen Wolf, 115 AMS
Airman 1st Class 

Brian Forman, 128 ACS
Jordan Sexton, 115 FW

Pavl Driver, 115 FW
Angela Krepline,115 SVF

Ryan Roth, 115 FW
Christopher Bredow, 115 AMS

Nicholas Willman, 115 SFS  
Phillip Taylor, 115 MXS

Senior Airman
Brenda Chew, 115 MDG

Heather Ihlenfeldt, 115 OSF
Angela Peterson, 115 SFS

Christiaan Wetzel, 115 CES
Terri Diemel, 115 MXS

Staff Sgt.
Samantha Kotula, 115 SFS

Stacy Otwaska, JFHQ
Daniel Gauthier, 115 MXS
Meggan Short, 115 MXS

Adam Ackerson, 115 MXS
Linda Koenen, 176 FS  

Trenton Slagle, 115 AMS
Tech. Sgt.

John Summers, 115 FW
Larry Newcomer, 115 AMS

Tailored Operational Training Meals 
(TOTMs) will be available each day at the 
back door of the dining facility.

No hot meals served 
during January UTA

Retirements

Chief Master Sgt. Michael Crivello
Master Sgt. Michele Mara

Master Sgt. Wendi Pelletier
Master Sgt. Mark Poulter

Master Sgt. Bradley Thompson
Master Sgt. Jacqulyn Warshauer

Briefs
W2 availability

 Technician W2s will be available elec-
tronically through MyPay on Jan. 6 and 
the Reserve Component/Drill status W2s 
will be available on Jan. 5.  If you elect to 
receive your W2s hard copy via US Mail, 
legally they must be mailed to you no later 
than Jan. 30.

Waterpark 
Discounts

Keylime Cove waterpark and hotel in 
Gurnee, Ill. is offering  $99 per night spe-
cial for members of the military from Wis-
consin.  The special runs Jan. 1 to March 
31 and is good for Sun. through Fri. night 
stays.  Waterpark passes are included with 
the $99 room rate.  Saturday night stay are 
$149.  The park is located across from Six 
Flags Great America.  For more informa-
tion goto www.keylimecove.com.

Firecracker 5K run 
The Fox Firecracker 5K run will be held 

July 4th in Kaukauna.  It is also the official 
5K run of the Badger State Games.  They 
are looking for as many military mem-
bers as possible to participate.  For more 
information, see their website at: www.
foxtriclub.com.

Travel card scam
Please be aware there appears to be a 

new scam. Citi has had reports that a few 
of their customers have received automated 
phone calls identifying the caller as Citi 
and stating that their credit card account 
has been temporarily closed. To reopen the 
account they are instructed to press #, when 
# is pushed, the automated system advises 
the user to key in their 16 digit account 
number.  These calls are being received 
on cell phones as well as land lines.  These 
calls are fake and are not from Citi.  Do not 
ever give out your credit card number over 
the phone.  If you suspect fraud, please 
contact the finance office.

Promotions

   Robert Fredenberg

Jeffrey Hamilton
Patricia Hruska
Andrew Kalmer
Angela Trevino

Bruce Flynn
Matthew Johnson
Jessica Omernik
Eileen Zellmer

Tanya Lawver

Shane Wedekind
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The final stage of the Hangar 500 refurbishment was recently completed with a final coat of paint on the floor.  Three F-16C 
Fighting Falcons sit at the ready in the warm hangar, and not a moment too soon.  The cold and snow of the Wisconsin 
winter has set in and maintainers now have Hangar 500 back to work on the jets without any chance of frostbite.  (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Master Sgt. Dan Richardson) 

One, two three....


