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“It had long since come to my attention that people of accomplishment rarely sat back and let things happen to 
them. They went out and happened to things.”
Leonardo da Vinci

“A great accomplishment shouldn’t be the end of the road, just the starting point for the next leap forward.”
Harvey Mackay

“The greatest accomplishment is not in never falling, but in rising again after you fall.”
Vince Lombardi

This weekend we recognize the career and accomplishments of Command Chief Master Sgt. Gregory Cullen 
as he retires after 27 years of service to our state and nation.  Chief Cullen’s retirement also means a change 
of authority for the 115 FW as Chief Safer assumes the role of State Command Chief and passes the torch to 
Chief McKay as the incoming 115 FW Command Chief.  During Chief Safer’s 3 years as your Command Chief, 
he worked tirelessly to provide the resources and recognition to the Airmen of the 115 FW that allowed you to 
accomplish incredible feats in the execution of our primary missions.  One of the most important things I have 
learned from Chief Safer is the importance of recognizing and celebrating the great achievements that make us 
a world-class organization. 

Chief Safer is a tremendous proponent of recognizing your work and strived to ensure that we prioritize thank-
ing our Airmen for what they do in service to our state and nation.  His efforts culminate this weekend with 
our inaugural 115 FW Annual Awards Ceremony on Sunday where we will recognize the great Airmen of the 
115 FW.  

Over the next 6 months our wing will accomplish and participate in 3 aviation package deployments, a major 
domestic operations exercise, a real world deployment providing much needed medical and dental care to at 
risk people in the San Francisco Bay area, and our CAPSTONE event for our UEI.  Our ability to accomplish 
such a vast array of missions in a compressed time period is only achieved through the combined work of the 
115 FW Airmen and the support we receive from our community, state, and nation.  

This April, the 115 FW will host the annual combined WINGA and WINGEA conference.  These organizations 
are dedicated to the support of all Wisconsin National Guardsmen and ensure that our civic leaders remain 
aware and engaged in support of your great efforts.  The location and schedule will also provide the perfect 
opportunity to spend time with your family and build camaraderie and friendship with your fellow Airmen.

         ERIK A. PETERSON, Col, WI ANG
         Vice-Commander  

Commander’s Corner



Retirements:
CMSgt. Gregory Cullen
SMSgt. James Lofy    
TSgt. James Kinney
MSgt. Michael Hemberger
MSgt. Billie Karstetter

State Command Chief ’s Change of 
Authority cermony at State Head-
quarters, Saturday at 1400 on the 
drill floor.

SFS Assumption of Command 
Saturday at 1530 in the DFAC

MDG Assumption of Command
Sunday at 0730 in the DFAC

Annual Awards & Change of 
Authority ceremonies: beginning 
Sunday at 0830 in Hangar 406

WINGA and WNGEA Conference 
@Chula Vista Resort 22-24Apr16. 
Volunteers are needed to supervise 
children. Click here for more info. 

Public Affairs studio is closed this 
drill. Please call if a photo is abso-
lutely necessary 245-4395.

Customer Service in Manpower 
and Personnel will be closed from 
2pm on Saturday through Sunday.  
This includes DEERS/RAPIDS 
updates and ID cards.

You changed many lives with the 
2015 Combined Federal Cam-
paign. Please click here to see how 
much your prospective area raised 
in total funds! 

MWR is hosting Ice Skating in 
Tenney Park during the March 
UTA. Click here for more informa-
tion on the event.

All Chip and Pin GTC cards have 
been issued by Citibank. The ANG 
has thousands of cards that have 
not yet been activated. Cards will 
auto close 6 months after issue if 
not activated.

New Publications: Click here

DFAC Menu: 
Saturday: Open 1000-1200
Yakisoba/baked Ham
Homestyle Mac n Cheese
Steamed Rice/Broccoli
Green Beans w/Almonds

Sunday: Open 0900-1100
Scrambled Eggs/Western style
Veggie Quiche/Biscuits & Gravy
Bacon/Sausage/Hashbrowns
French Toast/Hard Boiled Eggs
Oatmeal

Dessert: 
Yogurt Parfait
Apple Crisp
Brownies

 *2016 Lunch Cost for AGRs, Offi-
cers & those on orders* $5.55 
Sunday’s brunch costs $3.45
To-Go Meals on FSS SharePoint

•	 TAG requests maximum participation. Please fill out this survey regarding current fulltime employment 
status: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QLZTGBL - Deadline to complete the survey is 31Mar2016                                  

•	 If you have TRICARE Health Coverage, you will have an additional document under the “taxes” section in 
mypay called IRS Form 1095 that you must file.  Finance cannot retrieve this document for you, please be 
sure that you have access to mypay in order to obtain the IRS Form 1095 as well as your 2015 W-2. If you 
need assistance please contact the Finance Customer Service representative at 245-4440.

•	 All personnel are responsible for backing up their own data on the computers which they use. If you have 
questions or need assistance on backing up your files, please see the FAQ off of the CFP web page or call/
email the CFP at 245-4522 / usaf.wi.115-msg.mbx.fw-cfp@mail.mil

•	 Survey participation to help the inspection team determine their focus: https://www.research.net/r/115FW

Airmen Action Items

Monthly Updates

www.115fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-160204-017.pdf
www.115fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-160204-012.pdf
www.115fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-160204-014.pdf
www.115fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-160204-015.pdf
www.115fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-151203-029.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QLZTGBL
mailto:usaf.wi.115-msg.mbx.fw-cfp%40mail.mil?subject=need%20assistance
https://www.research.net/r/115FW


Did you know?Chief’s Column

Wing Survey Details
- The survey is open and ready for your inputs; it takes approximately 20 minutes to complete.
- Please be open, frank and honest in your answers; it will make the results more meaningful for your wing.
- If you are civilian employee, please indicate you are a “Department of the Air Force civilian” at the appropriate question.
- You cannot select both Spouse and Military Member or Civilian, you have to pick one.
- We value the opinions of your spouses and have developed questions for them.  Please feel free to forward home for their use, the 
survey can be taken from any computer.
- This survey will close on 3 Apr 16.
Your honest and candid answers are important to the ACC/IG and to the success of the new Air Force Inspection System.  This is 
your chance to tell the ACC/IG what you think about any issue so please let us know what is working well and highlight what isn’t 
working within your organization.  

https://www.research.net/r/115FW

Hello 115th Fighter Wing Airmen!

I cannot tell you what an honor it is to be selected as the 6th 
Command Chief for this outstanding unit. I transferred from the 
Army National Guard in January 1993 and have been assigned to 
the Communications Flight for my entire tenure.  I look forward 
to expanding my scope, and understanding how each and every 
one of you participates and contributes to the missions of our 
Wing. Chief Safer has done some great things for our Airmen 
and I look forward to working with the officers and NCOs to 
continue his initiatives. My priorities will be training and mento-
ring, timely and constructive feedback, providing opportunities, 
and recognizing the great things that our Airmen do every day. 
I promise you I will give this position every effort to convey Col 
Wiegand’s intent and vision, advise him of the concerns and 
challenges that our Airmen contend with, and to work with the 
enlisted force as we continue on our path of excellence. I look 
forward to serving as your Command Chief.

Thank you,
Chief McKay
   

My name is SSgt Libby Muller. On drill weekends I work in 
the Aircrew Flight Equipment shop in Ops and during the 
week I work for the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 
(WDVA).  I work as a Marketing Specialist with WDVA where I 
have an emphasis in the Women Veterans Program and work-
ing with Veteran Service Organizations.  To help spread the 
word about the many benefits and programs across the state for 
veterans and their families I will be creating monthly fact sheets 
for the Truax Ticker.  If you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions on these fact sheets, please feel free to contact me via 
e-mail at libby.muller@dva.wisconsin.gov
Click here for the February edition.

As you may know the Environmental Management Office 
has a SharePoint site known as the Virtual Environmen-
tal Management Office (VEMO) hosted by NGB on the 
ANG SharePoint 2010.  Starting in March 2016 NGB will 
be migrating this site to Guard Knowledge Online (GKO) 
SharePoint 2013.  At that point anyone who wishes to ac-
cess VEMO will need a GKO account.  Please take the time 
to register for your GKO account at https://gkoportal.ngb.
army.mil/.  We do not for see any loss of services as a result 
of this migration.  More information will be available in 
the coming weeks.  If you have any questions or encounter 
any issues please contact the Environmental Management 
Office at 245-4739 or 245-4697.

Important update:

News Briefs

https://www.research.net/r/115FW
www.115fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-160204-013.pdf


Head/ROOM
by Patricia Weiner

TruaxLive Blog Series

(headroom: [hed-room, -roo m] noun: the space between the top of your head 
and a ceiling or roof when you are standing or sitting, so as to allow comfortable 

passage or occupancy)

Head/ROOM:  a monthly, on-line, Q&A column to help you manage life’s stressors

We can all use a little more Head/ROOM when life becomes crowded with tough problems, intol-
erable situations, complicated relationships, and unexpected curve balls.  

When all you want is a straightforward answer, honest feedback, useful input, or a fresh point of 
view; Head/ROOM will give it to you.  You can safely email your questions to toheadroom@gmail.
com and be assured of complete confidentiality. The email account is private, no names are used, 
and no replies are sent back to your email without your permission.

The author of Head/ROOM is Patricia Weiner, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker who currently 
serves as the Director of Psychological Health for the Wisconsin Air National Guard units based at 
Truax and Volk Field.  Patricia has over 12 years of experience working with children, adolescents 
and families.  Her areas of expertise include relationships, parenting, divorce, child and family 
development, trauma (PTSD), and crisis prevention.

To view the monthly Head/ROOM blog postings, please visit truax.dodlive.mil. That’s where 
Patricia will be sure to respond to the emails she receives (with complete confidentiality).

truax.dodlive.mil

